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Gordons sentencing of Postell reflects j 
a national trend of harsher punishment of \ 
youth offenders. This practice has been most | 
severely meted out to Third World youth. 

Nbt only did Gordon give Postell 114 
years, he also implemented a repressive new 
Florida policy. "The court will exercise its j 
right to veto, any possible parola for the 
first one-third of the sentence, " he said. 

As a result, Postell cannot be paroled for 
38 years without the judge ' ^ approval . 

One of the -youth's charged with Postell, 
a 17-year old, lias been sentenced to life after 
pleading guilty to first-degree murder. Another 
got 30 years. Two more ^are scheduled to be tried, 
including one who is 12 years old. 



NOTE: Please try to pay your bills as soon as 
possible! Jlf anyttiip^i^ going on in your area 
that you think we'd be interested in please send 
us the information. Thanks. 



ANTI NUCLEAR/NATIVE AMERICANS 

"NATIONAL GATHERING OF THE PEOPLE" 
CHALLENGES NUKE INDUSTRY PLANS FOR SOUTH DAKOTA 


BY LOU SHAFER 
LIBERATION NEWS SERVICE 

RAPID CITY, S.D, (LNS)--What is it that anti- 
nuke activists. Native Americans and white South 
Dakota ranchers have in common? A fierce opposition 
te iargs scale uranium mining in the Black Hills 

of South Dakota., 

Four thousand people turned out to voice 
their protest ats a "National Gathering of the 
People" sponsored by the Black Hills Alliance 
over the weekend of July 6-8 , It was a weekend 
of rallies, a 20-mile walk from Rapid City through 
the Black Hills, and educational workshops. 

Cars and buses bearing license plates from 
27 states and two Canadian provinces began pouring 
into the Rapid City Civic Center parking lot 
Friday evening. Participants were treated to a 
free concert by wt 11 -known musicians and anti- 
t,,,w -ctivists Jackson Browne, Bonnie Raitt and 
Jessee'Colin Young and Native American recording 
artist Floyd Westerman. 

Along with the entertainment they heard a 
host of Native American leaders, several anti- 
nuke scientists and a South Dakota rancher target 
energy corporations* plans for the Black Hills 
region. 

Extensive research by the Black Hills 
Alliance has uncovered the following information: 

*More than two dozen corporate giants are 
implementing plans throughout 100 million acres of 
land in the Black Hills for uranium mining, the 
front end of the nuclear cycle. The rush for 
minerals began with Department of Energy uranium 
surveys in 1974, a century after the Black Hills 
gold rush provoked the Indian wars that led 
General Armstrong Custer to his just desserts 
at Little Big Horn. 

*The western slope of the Black Hills is the 
likely site of a nuclear energy park consisting 
of up to 25 nuclear reactors. 

*Power companies will use over 2.5 million 
acre feet of water a year which will lower the 
water table and pollute the streams and rivers. 

The Federal Government is allocating water to the 
power corporations at a rate well above the level 
of replacement, a rate that will lead to total 
depletion in 30 years. 

*The National Academy of Sciences projected 
the Great Plains would become a "national sac- 
rifice area" because areas with less than 10 inches 
of rainfall a year subjected to massive strip 
mining cannot be reclaimed. Energy Secretary 
James Schlesinger termed the region "America’s 
energy ace in the hole." 

*Mining companies have abandoned 3.5 million 
tons of radioactive mill tailings (slag and dust) 
at Edgemont, in the southwestern comer of the 
state, wheYe uranium mining began during the 
early 1950s, Radiation has already caused a cancer 
rate twice that of neighboring counties. 


Energy companies like Union Carbide and Kerr- 
McGee are acquiring land for the uranium mining 
with lots of help from federal and state govern- 
mental agencies. This situation is nothing new 
for the Lakota Sioux Indians. 

The Black Hills area itself, along the west- 
ern edge of South Dakota, was guaranteed to the 
Lakota Sioux in the Fort Laramie Treaty of 1868, 
but unilaterally transferred by the federal govern- 
ment to the U.S. in 1876, Though it is now desig- 
nated a national forest, the U.S. as much as 
acknowledged the Indians’ claim when it offered 
them $17.5 million for the land in 1977 and 
then 100.5 million just this June. The Lakota say, 
however, that the Black Hills are the sacred 
center of their lands and they are "not for sale." 

Even the Indian reservations, which the U.S. 
carved out of the 1868 Treaty lands and pushed 
the Lakota Sioux onto, are being chipped away for 
uranium mining. On the Pine Ridge Reservation, 
site of the 1973 Wounded Knee uprising, just 
southeast of the Black Hills, uranium was 
discovered in 1975. In that year, the corrupt 
and hated tribal Chairman Dick Wilson conducted 
secret talks with ^he government for the transfer 
of the uranium sites, one eighth of the reservation 
to the federal government. 

South Dakota Governor William Janklow, who 
ran on an anti-Indian ticket, is bending over 
backward to help the companies. He has issued a 
gag order on all state employees, preventing them 
from discussing information on official energy 
policy. And earlier this year Janklow abolished 
the state Department of Environmental Protection- - 
now both energy development and environmental 
protection are under the same department. 

Native Americans and white South Dakotans 
alike know what’s in store for them if the 
uranium mining and processing go through. A 
third generation white rancher, Marvin Kammerer, 
told the Rapid City Rally: "I’m not an educated 
man but 1 know the multinational corporations 
planning the uranium mining and waste disposal 
are only seeking to meet the needs of their 
money coffers and not the needs of the people." 

Winona LaDuke of the International Indian 
Treaty Council pointed to the Navajo Indian 
Reservation in New Mexico where the bulk of 
uranium mining has been concentrated so far. "The 
Navajo Reservation export in one year enough 
energy to serve all of New Mexico for 32 years," 
she explained. "Yet 85 percent of Navajo homes 
have no electricity." The companies have paid 
little regard to the safety of the Indian miners 
and residents. Of the original 100 Indians em- 
ployed when mining began there, 25 have died of 
cancer and 45 more now have radiation- induced lu$g 
cancer. The government is now trying to move 6 , 0d0 
Navajos off these lands. 

South Dakotans could face the same fate, 

Black Hills Alliance leader and rally emcee 
Bruce Ellison told the crowd in Rapid City. "But 
we’re committed to not being the last generation 
in the Black Hills!" 

The next day, several thousand people re- 
iterated their commitment as mostly young, white 
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anti-nuke activists fell into line behind Lakota 
Sioux leaders to inarch through Rapid City and 
20 miles into the Black Hills. 

Noting the broad national support as well 
as the beginning of joint work with local 
white ranchers, American Indian Movement leader 
John Trudell said, "We can stand together to 
build this resistance to the energy corporations, 
to build the struggle." 

-30- 


woman observed. "There is no criteria for deciding 
if the woman seeking an abortion is mature or 
immature." 

After the decision, the ACLU protested that the 
opinion left "the doors open for statutes which 
will involve both parents and the courts." And, 
noted Janet Benshoof, ACLU's staff counsel, "The 
ACLU will litigate against any future statute 
impeding a minor's right to choose." 

-30- 


M ABORTION 

SUPREME COURT DELIVERS "CLOUDY" VICTORY 
FOR MINORS SEEKING ABORTION 


(See packets 874, 917 and 923 for background on 
Depo Provera) 

WOMEN 


NEW YORK (LNS) -Within less than a month, 
Massachusetts women have suffered a major 
defeat in accessibility to abortion, and gained 
a "cloudy victory" on the same score. June 12, 
Massachusetts Governor Edward King signed a 
prohibitive abortion bill forbidding the use 
of state or any other public funds for victims 
of rape or incest. July 2, the U.S. Supreme 
Court struck down a Massachusetts law requiring 
every woman under 18 who wasn't married to 
have the consent of both parents or a judge 
to get an abortion. 

The parental or judge consent law first 
went into effect in Massachusetts in 1974, but 
after being challenged by birth control and 
abortion rights advocate Bill Baird, was sent 
to the Supreme Court After reviewing the case 
in 1976, the Supreme Court sent it back to 
Massachusetts for clarification; at the •'•’me 
time it was striking down a similar Missouri 
law which would have given parents an absolute 
veto over a daughter's right to abortion. The 
Massachusetts law differed in that it gave the 
woman a second chance: if her parents disapproved, 
she could try to persuade a judge to consent. 


BANNED AS CONTRACEPTIVE, 

DEPO- PROVERA RESURFACES AS TREATMENT FOR SEX opccnDERS 

NEW YORK (LNS) --The controversial drug Depo- 
Provera has already been banned for use as a contra- 
ceptive for women in this country because of its 
damaging side effects. But that hasn't prevented 
a research team at the University of Texas from 
touting it as a treatment for male sex offenders. 

At a symposium on violence and the violent 
individual held earlier this spring, Dr. Paul 
Walker presented a glowing report on a test con- 
ducted with 10 men, combining use of the synthetic 
female hormone with psychotherapy. Walker claimed that 
the drug had achieved remarkable success in sup- 
pressing the need for sexual activity by reducing 
male hormone levels. And he emphasized it potential 
as a cure for rapists. 

According to a Washington D.C. Rape Crisis 
Center book, however, "Most rapes are not because 
the man needed sex so badly that he raped the first 
woman who came by... Rape is a planned, aggressive 
act, motivated usually by a need to control and 
humiliate." 


"The Supreme Court decisis constitutes a 
victory at this point in time," a member of 
MORAL, the Massachusetts affiliate of NARAL 
(National Abortion Rights Action League) told 
LNS, "because minors will not need parental 
consent. However it is clouded by the fact that 
in the opinion they paved the way for changing 
the law and allowing third party interference." 

While striking down the Massachusetts law, 
four of the Judges wrote an advisory opinion on 
how a state could modify the Massachusetts 
approach to conform to the U.S. Constitution. In 
two places, they said, the law fell short of 
constitutional standards: by allowing a judge to 
deny approval for an abortion to an unmarried, 
divorced or widowed minor even though she may 
be mature and competent enough to decide not to 
have a child; and by requiring such a minor to 
consult or notify her parents but not assuring 
her the opportunity of persuading a judge that 
she can make her own decision. 

"The clause about maturity i n iar?e 

opening for interpretation," the MORAL spokes- 
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This new use of a drug which had previously 
been linked to cancer of the breast and cervix, 
blood clots, headaches and vomiting has been 
challenged by a Los Angeles-based patients rights 
group . 

Barbara Halsted, a registered nurse who directs 
research for the Institute for the Study of Medical 
Ethics, assailed this unapproved and untested use 
of a potent drug on humans. Since the Food and Drug 
Administration banned its use as a contraceptive, 
Halsted pointed out, the only approved use of 
Depo- Provera has been as a treatment for inoperable 
uterine cancer. "There were just too many un- 
desirable side effects, including cancer caused 
by the drug in animal studies, for the FDA to 
authorize the use of Depo-Provera on anyone who 
didn't already have inoperable cancer," Halsted 
explained. 


Nobody really knows what side-effects the 
drug may have on male patients, she pointed out. 
"Depo-Provera is a synthetic female hormone," she 
explained. "In addition to its cancer risks, gross 
effects on the endocrine functions of these men 
could be expected, none of which have been fully 
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researched.'* 


"The issue is bigger than Depo-Provera, 
alone," added another spokesperson for the 
Institute for the Study of Medical Ethics. 

"What is really at issue is the broader 
question of using a drug that has been spproved 
for one thin?, to treat something else for which 
it has been neither approved nor adequately 
tested, " 

This practice is not uncommon in the drug 
industry. Try fact, Depo Provera has become a 
case study of tactics frequently used by drug 
companies to evade regulations. The Upjohn 
Company, which manufactures the drug, has already 
used half a million women in Thailand and other 
Third World countries as guinea pigs for its 
experiments with Depo-Provera as a long-lasting 
injectable cpntrjceptive. Since the FDA turned 

that use of the drug in the U.S. , the 
company has been lobbying for a bill that 
would allow overseas sales of drugs banned in 
this country. 

But sales of Depo-Provera have not been 
without their damaging side-effects for the drug 
companies. For they have focused attention on 
several loopholes in the FDA drug approval 
system. In particular, they have fueled demands 
that drugs should be tested throughly for each 
use, rather than allowing a drug approved for 
one condition to be prescribed for something 
totally different. 

Referring to the latest use of Depo-Provera, 
Halsted stated, "We would certainly like to 
see a New Drug Application filed with the FDA 
for this proposed use..., more animal testing, 
particularly on male animals, and of course 
fully infested consent obtained from any 
person, man or woman, given Depo-Provera for 
an unapproved use." 

-30- 


WOMEN WHO HAVE AT ANY TIME RECEIVED A CON- 
TRACEPTIVE BY INJECTION, OR WHO KNOW OTHERS 
WHO HAVE, SHOULD WRITE TO: NATIONAL WOMEN *S 
HEALTH NETWORK, 2025 I Street, N.W., Suite 
105, Washington, D.C. 20006. 


BLACKS/LABOR 

DEPT. OF UNSURPRISING INFORMATION: 

STUDIES FIND BLACKS SUPPORT UNIONS, 

UNIONS RAISE WAGES 

NEW YORK (LNS) — Skeptics who think re- 
searchers often spend time and money proving 
the obvious should enjoy the results of two 
recent studies about unions. As reported in 
the Wall Street Journal , two separate research 
teams found that "organizing success in an 
industry usually boosts union workers' wages" 
and that "minority workers are much more in- 
terested in unions than white workers." 

The first conclusion emerged from a study 
conducted by Harvard Professors Richard Free- 
man and James Medoff. After examining records 
from til manufacturing industries, they found 
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that union wages rise by about 10 percent as the 
proportion of union members in an industry rises 
from 20 percent to 80 percent. One reason for 
this, they suggested, is that when most companies 
in a given industry are unionized there is less 
danger of losing jobs to non-union companies. 

The second study consisted of a thorough 
combing through data collected by a Labor De- 
partment "quality of employment" survey. Once 
the data had been culled for him by the the 
University of Michigan's Survey Research Center, 
Thomas Kochan of Cornell's School of Industrial 
and Labor Relations was able to conclude that 
"fully 66 percent of nonunion minority workers 
said they would vote to unionize, compared 
with 33 percent for the group as a whole." 

The survey also said that workers in the South 
are just as eager to organize as Northerners. 

Among all workers, both union members and 
nonunionized, Kochan found that "fully 80 percent 
see unions as a positive force in improving a 
worker's lot." Not that workers aren't aware 
of the limitations of many existing unions. 
Two-thirds of those questioned also indicated 
a suspicion that union leaders "are more interest- 
ed in what benefits themselves." 

-30- 


SOUTH/ACTIVIST 


NEW YORK (LNS) — Very few members of the 
South's progressive communities are likely to 
forget Claude Williams, a fundamentalist minister 
who died at the age of 84 in Birmingham oq June 
29. In a region widely known as "the Bible r -J|elt" 
Williams was one of a small number of his faith 
who converted their theology into a vehicle for 
struggle for poor and oppressed people. 

Williams' work in radical and social action 
movements spanned five decades. He helped organize 
Southern tenant farmers and new CIO unions in 
the 1930' s, worked to build unity between Blacks 
and whites in the aftermath of the Detroit riots 
of the 1940's, and then came back to the South 
in the 1950 's to take part in the growing 
civil rights movement. 

In recent years and until he moved to 
Birmingham a few months ago, Williams lived in 
a trailer in Alabaster, Alabama. From there 
he continued his work for social justice, 
mainly helping to organize protests against 
police brutality and assisting Black friends 
in the rural area who were being cheated out 
of their land. During this time, he also 
played host to a constant stream of young people 
who considered him their mentor, 

"Rev. Williams devoted his life to the struggle 
for social justice," Judy Hand, a member of the 
Southern Organizing Committee for Economic and 
Social Justice told LNS in a phone interview. 

"And he will be missed," 
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ACTIVIST SOUTHERN MINISTER 
MOURNED, REMEMBERED AND CELEBRATED 


Page 3 


#960 


July 13,1979 


more . . . 



NICARAGUA 

Editor* 8 note: "We have already won the 
war, " declares a member of Nicaragua *8 provisional 
government in one of the following articles filed 
from the war zone by a reporter for the Paris daily 
LvberaMvn. Headlines here in the U. S. confirm 
that Nicaraguan dictator Anastasio Somoza has 
promised to resign. Still the fighting and the 
bloodshed continue as the U.S. maneuvers , in the 
words of the Washington Post; "to shape a moderate, 
more pro-U.S. alternative." 

In the first of the following stories. 
Liberation reporter Pierre Benoit presents an 
assessment of the military and diplomatic situa- 
tion based on interviews with Leaders of the 
provisional government. In the second article, 
Benoit provides a close-up look at the army that 
has defeated Somoza' s National Guard, describing 
a guerrilla training camp of the Sandinistm 
National Liberation Front (FSLN) which he visited. 

BIRTH OF A NEW NATION 
POST-SOMOZA NICARAGUA EMERGES , 

by Pierre Benoit 

Liberation/Liberation News Service 

SAN JOSE, Costa Rica (LNS) — In the circles 
around the provisional anti -Somoza government, 
early July was a period of constant and intense 
activity. The announcement that a "Junta of 
National Reconstruction" had been created sent 
shockwaves through the Nicaraguan exile community 
scattered through Central America and the United 
States. The three members of this junta who have 
been living in exile in Costa Rica have surrounded 
themselves with a well ^developed group of technical 
advisors who work in commissions functioning as 
embryonic ministries of the future government. 

They work double *time to put together the programs 
which will make reality of the junta's political 
objectives. And a moving spectacle unfolds in 
these meetings^ the birth of a new nation, in 
defiance of imf wishes and manipulations of the 
United States. 

Father Miguel d'Escoto, the Catholic priest 
who has come home from exile in New York to serve 
as the junta's ambassador to the world, believes 
that right from the start Washington has violated 
the resolutions condemning all forms of interven- 
tion in Nicaragua adopted just weeks earlier by 
the Organization of American States. "The Machi- 
avellian intervention of the U.S,," he explains, 

"is really unbelievable. A couple of days ago, 
ah American ambassador stationed in an important 
Latin America^ capital telephoned to suggest the 
names of fiv«> opposition leaders that he would 
like to see i^pluded in the government. Never, 
not even in one of* the states of the U.S., has 
Washington been so interventionist." The result? 
More than ever today, the Nicaraguan opposition is 
resolved not to tolerate the contempt, the out- 
right rudeness, exhibited by the diplomats of the 
Carter administration. "We know," d’Escoto says, 
"that Nicaragua finds itself in the direct sphere 
of influence of the U.S., but that doesn't mean 
we have to renounce our sovereignty...." 


A PRIME MINISTER IN WAITING 

The arrival of Sirgio Ramirez. Simple and 
unceremonious manner of the man who is already 
addressed as "Mister Prime Minister," and who just 
a year ago was completely unknown on the interna- 
tional scene. The determined confidence that he 
shows today is tied to the thread of a political 
development he initiated virtually singlehanded: 
this author and former university rector was indeed 
the first to recognize publicly in 1977, with a hand- 
ful of other figures in the opposition, private 
businessmen and intellectuals like himself, that 
there would never be a solution to the crisis of his 
country without the effective participation of the 
Sandinista National Liberation Front (FSLN). This 
group was what came to be known as "The Twelve." 
Today Ramirez sees his ideas proven by events as 
the moderate opposition, including even an important 
segment of the Nicaraguan business class, has rallied 
to the side of a national government expressing 
in its diversity the enormous social movement that 
has shaken the country for nearly two years. 

"I don't know what [special U.S. ambassador] 
Bowdler really expects to accomplish now," explains 
Ramirez, who recognizes that the present "Junta 
of Reconstruction" obviously doesn't meet what the 
U.S. bureaucracy considers to be its interests. 
Analyzing the hidden motives of Washington diplomacy 
which seeks to create a different provisional junta 
and to preserve the National Guard as an institution 
that would remain the final arbiter of the situation, 
Sergio Ramirez states: "We will not give in. Not a 
single Somocist will participate, not a single 
member of the present congress, not a single repre- 
sentative of the National Guard. And we aren't 
about to expand our government junta just for their 
sake." 

I point out that, from the American point of 
view, there are at least two people in the present 
junta who are considered "undesirable," representing 
a threat of radicalization of the process. Those 
two are Moises Hass an Morales, a former physics 
professor and representative of a mass coalition 
formed earlier in the year as a counter to the 
U.S. -backed and business-dominated Broad Opposition 
Front, and Daniel Ortega Saavedra, a long-time 
Sandinista leader. "If Moises Hassan and Daniel 
Ortega weren't there, the 'junta* would certainly 
be different, but the Nicaraguan people would also 
see it very differently. And in the long run, it 
is the people who will have the last word in what 
happens. The provisional government offers a 
political solution based on the military triumph of 
the FSLN. We don't offer this formation as a con- 
venient alternative that's up for political nego- 
tiation. ..." 

Having said that, Ramirez doesn't hide his 
fascination with the blunders of the Carter admini- 
stration. "After 40 years, the U.S. government 
still hasn't learned how Somoza operates," he said, 
and then offered an anecdote to prove his point. 

When Washington's ambassador to Managua delivered a 
personal letter from Carter to Somoza, urging him 
to step down, he found the Nicaraguan dictator 
closeted with U.S. Representative John Murphy, 
leader of the pro-Somoza Nicaragua lobby in the U.S. 
Congress. "Somoza knows how to defy the American 
administration from the inside." 
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"The only cards Bowdler has in his hand are 
to obtain the departure of the tyrant," the leader 
of the "post-Somoza" government concludes. But 
he doubts despite everything that American 
pressures alone will do the trick. The dictator, 
he explains, won't run until his closest allies 
have deserted him. 

What about future relations between Managua 
and Washington? _ "Normal," in other v. 0 rds 
on mutual respect f-y i.ovsre? , r nt v "Vo will -[('in 
the movement of the n&n-aiignoJ nutLono. 

DEFINING VICTORY 

How about the military situation? I merit Ion 
the National Guard's capacity to fight on. Rami- 
rez smiles. "We have won the war. What is miss- 
ing —-and it's only a matter of time -- is defini- 
tion of the terms of victory. If people think 
it will take the extermination of 12,000 National 
Guard soldiers to win a military victory, they 
are mistaken. That ' s not necessary. Somoza's 
forces have already lost their offensive capacity. ’ 

He didn't say any more on that subject. 
Evidently military affairs aren't his department. 
The FSLN command takes care of that. It is they 
who analyze and direct operations in the field. 

In particular, they will determine the moment 
when conditions are ripe to install the provi- 
sional government in liberated territory. 

It is in describing the process of national 

reconstruction that you can get a glimpse of 
the state that is taking shape . Ramirez sketches 
out a structure of power shaped by the interplay 
between the grassroots of the opposition and 
its leaders. "It would be suicidal today to try 
to hold back the participation of the populace," 
he explains. "The process of reconstruction is 
based on the participation of the ^s'-es and 
their political and union organizations." Ultim- 
ately it is also up to the people to defend 
this process with their organizations and 
their weapons. "The neighborhood committees, 
the civil defense committees are th- only guaran- 
tee we have the process of democratization will 
be followed through. " 

AUTHORITY OF THE FSLN 

How will the different forces represented 
in the present provisional government respond to 
the tensions which are sure to arise If the 
objectives or pace of the process provoke con- 
flicts among the people? "I don't think there's 
much point in speculating," says Ramirez, already 
showing the diplomatic caution of a government 
leader. "We will see when the time comes if 
these contradictions crop up in the 'Junta of 
Reconstruction. ' But this is not a process that 
is developing out of thin air. The process of 
insurrection is led by the FSLN. The process of 
reconstruction will be led by the organizations 
of the masses and their political formations." 

-30- 
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VISIT TO A SANDINISTA TRAINING CAMP 

A WAR COLLEGE FOR THE GENERATION OF SEPTEMBER 

by Pierre Benoit 

Liberation/Liberation News Service 

SOUTHERN NICARAGUA (L-NS) -- Thursday, eight 
o'clock in the morning. One of "the kids," as the 

Sandinista guerrillas are commonly called, sprawled ;; 
out on some sacks, sound asleep. The sound of voices' 
from. behind s door, A table buried under a pile of 
wallets, a -.1 1 1 : 1 , ‘Uf.-Ay nun who sits there, shirt- 
less, examining the documents one by one. This 
strange scene is found, to fall back on a stock 
journalistic phrase, somewhere on the border of 
Nicaragua. . 

We are in a huge house; a secret military 
training center of the Sandinista guerrillas. "The 
Teacher," that's the code name of the small man 
behind the table, is a recruiting officer. The 
young volunteers who arrive through a complex net- 
work of contacts receive their basic training here. 

The school functions as a sorting house. 

Upon arrival , recruits empty their pockets on 
this tabie and leave all their personal effects, 
including money. Once they walk through this door, 
they operate only under their code names. 

Ner* , they answer in writing a preliminary 
questionnaire, in which they reveal their occupa- 
tions, any poll*’ cal activities they may have been 
involved in or their contacts with the Front , 
their participation in previous combat and their 
experience with weapons. "The Teacher" hands me 
a sample of this questionnaire. With his permission, 

I copy down carefully the last question: "Why do 

you belong to the FSLN?" On this copy, selected at 
random, I read this response: "I have realized 

the national situation and I have committed myself 
to aid in winning freedom for all those who long 
for it," 

THE COBBLER OF BLUEFIELD 

"The Teacher," an "old" Sandinista himself, 
having already passed 30, is a former shoemaker from 
Bluefield, a town on the Pacific coast strongly 
influenced by the British colonization of the 
Caribbean. He has retained the manner of the Nica- 
raguan crafstman — proud, calm and reserved, and 
especially serious about his work. 

His present work requires all of his tact and 
precision. The inquiries he makes, both in writing 
and verbally, are a matter of obvious necessity to 
him, but still the interrogation occasionally takes 
a disagreeable turn: an infiltrator in the ranks 
of the guerrillas could jeopardize the lives of 
dozens of people and, in the present circumstances, 
could even bog down the offensive, with disastrous 
results. The Sandinistas have warned long ago that 
the "ears" who listen and denounce suspected 
guerrillas face execution. This sentence, also in 
effect in most poor and working people's neighbor- 
hoods, applies especially to those informers who 
try to infiltrate the ranks of the guerrillas . 

"The Teacher" explains how the "filtration sys- 
tem" works. After three days of "pre-selection," 
the volunteers proceed to another training school. 

There they answer another, more thorough, question- 
naire, 50 pages long, Then, like most training 
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officers, the shoemaker of Bluefield develops an 
"ethic" for combattants, which sheds a lot of 
light on the special nature of the Sandinista 
army: an instrument of war against a despotic 
regime based on assassination and corruption at 
all levels, on theft and pillage, pure and simple. 
He says: "The guerrillas are the best children of 
the nation. But we have to prove it; and that 
will be even more necessary in order to rebuild 
the country. We will not tolerate either drugs, 
cr alcohol or prostition in our ranks. The 
guerrilla must be healthy, it’s a guarantee for 
the Nicaragua of the future," 

Undisciplined acts are punished, after dis- 
cussion with the perpetrator. The penalties 
vary: from extra clean-up or guard duty to prison. 
Right there he stops and answers even before I 
have a chance to ask: "Actually the prison doesn't 
exist. But sometimes we do isolate a comrade and 
tell everyone not to speak to him or her for a 
period of time, " 

APPRENTICESHIP FOR WAR 

We leave the house and enter a courtyard 
surrounded by high walls. Commander Oscar wel- 
comes me, limpling slightly. He is 20 years old. 

Forty youths, lined up in three columns, 
stand waiting. Oscar announces the arrival of a 
journalist and cuts short all remarks, while 
stating that photos will have to be taken without 
showing any faces. As soon as I take out my 
camera, the commander, who stands facing the 
ranks , adjusts his red and black bandana over 
his face. The exercises begin. 

All of the trainees appear quite young and 
gwve the impression of coming from a .broad range 
of social backgrounds. Certainly there is a 
strong contingent of high school and college 
students, but the overwhelming majority appear 
to be workers, whether employed or unemployed, 
uprooted by the social crisis which has para- 
lyzes: Nicaragua for more than two years. Among 
them I note the older faces of several workers, 
truckers, perhaps a few peasants, and note that 
there are only three women. 

The first part of the training program is 
a standard series of physical exercises, but they 
only started yesterday and accompany -the limber- 
ing up with occasional grimaces, Oscar isn’t 
impatient; he repeats his orders calmly, in a 
mild voice, and does all the ..-exercises himself. 
Everyone does the best they can. There is laugh- 
ter in the ranks, and a cheerful schoolyard 
atmosphere. 

as in e choc, card, the commander calls for 
silence when he he -seplay drowns out his voice. 
They proceed . th. next stage: learning how to 
fail, crawl along and get back up. "Airplane," 
shouts Oscar and hurls himself to the ground to 
shew how it should be done . First images of war. 
Other, more exact images follow. Oscar arrives 
vith a rifle, learning how to crawl, to march, 
to hide, to roll, carrying a rifle. Registering 
the precise and rapid movements of war. How never 
to damage or lose your gun. How to use your gun 
bs if it were part of your body. 

Final phase of the first lesson: use of the 


FAL rifle, basic weapon of the Sandinistas along' 
with the American-made M-16, "The FAL, made in 
Belgium,..." Oscar begins mechanically. Descrip- 
tion of the gun. Enumeration of its capabilities. 
Assembling it and taking it apart. "The kids," 
seated around him, have formed a large circle. 

Three are particularly attentive; clearly this is 
the moment they will remember best. The questions 
burst out, one after the other. 

MASCOT OF THE SOUTHERN FRONT 

While they take turns taking the gun apart 
and putting it back together, I chat with Oscar. 

He takes off his red and black bandana. In spite 
of his shaggy hair and beard, he still looks like 

an adolescent, 

Cnly 20 years old, Oscar is nonetheless a 
veteran Sandinista. He was 14 when he joined the 
Front. He confides that he had his own basic 
military training in Cuba. That was already a long 
time ago. First a high school student, then a 
medical student in Leon, hf* no longer even remem- 
bers exactly when he went underground to join the 
troops of Carlos Fonseca, founder and leading 
theoretician of the FSLN, in the mountains in the 
north. 

"I saw so many atrocities among the peasants," 
continues the young commander. "In the north, the 
National Guard bums children and old people alive 
if it suspects their families- of supporting the 
guerrillas. I was tortured myself..." And Oscar 
calmly lists the numerous tortures he had been 
subjected to. In conclusion, he describes his 
"assassination": senseless from all the blows, 
electric shocks and bums, he was dumped into a 
ravine by his torturers. A fall of more than 75 
feet. The National Guard assumed he was dead. 

Oscar lived to fight another day. He has taken 
part in 19 battles. The leg on which he limps was 
wounded last September 14 on the southern front. 

He introduces me to a little chap who has 
been listening for a few minutes. He is exactly as 
old as Oscar was when he joined the FSLN -- 14 years 
old. Jose Adan is the "mascot" of the southern 
front. He became a Sandinista "because of every - 
thing the National Guard has done to our people." 

He comes from Rivas. His family was persecuted. 

His brother is also a Sandinista. 

Last September, for Jose is of the generation 
of September, he became, like so many others, a 
fighter in the streets. His weapons then were 
homemade bombs that he threw at military patrols. 
Today he carries an FAL which, no exaggeration, 
is almost as big as he is, "We beat them at 
Pena-Blanca," he declares proudly. He did have 
a hand in the capture of the frontier garrison, 
confirms the commander. Jose was wounded the next 
day. "He was hit in the leg by several shell 
fragments and the idiot didn't want to be treated. 

He keeps talking about going back into combat , 
pretending he's already healed," Oscar says with a 
laugh. 

11 o'clock. The weapons lesson is completed. 
Commander Oscar has them line up again. He orders 
them to clean up the building and wash themselves 
up thoroughly. They all scatter to their chores. 

I stay in the courtyard for a while with Oscar. 
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He explains to me that he will probably leave 
here in three days to go to another, more rigor- 
ous training school. It is there that the instruc- 
tors actually select those who will be fit for • 
combat „ They will stay there for eight to 10 
weeks, receiving more training. The training 
and the military discipline there are not to be 
compared with what we have just seen; physical 
exercise, endurance training, handling of%rms, 
schooling in different tactics, all very inten- 
sive. Rise and shine at three in the morning, 
lights out at nine each night. 

Ideological training is not carried out by 
the same instructors as is the military training, 
Oscar adds, reciting from memory several of the 
themes that are included in the two hours of 
political lessons every day: the struggles of the 
people, their history, the saga of Sandino, "the;;.,' 
general of free people" who led Nicaraguan resist- 
ance against the U.S. marines earlier in the 
century, imperialism in Nicaragua, the agrarian 
problem and the large plantations. I venture a 
remark about this distinction between "military 
instructors" and "professors of ideology"; to him 
the distinction does not seem important, merely 
a technical division of labor. He continues in the 
same breath: "Those who absorb the training most 
quickly leave right away for the front. Each new 
fighter is accompanied by a comrade who has already 
had experience under fire..." 

Later I learn that thepace of training in 
all the secret schools, here on the southern front 
alone, had been about 150 guerrillas a month for 
some time. In recent weeks, it has doubled to 
300 a month. 
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BLACKS/POLICE BRUTALITY 

POLICE KILLING SPARKS BLACK PROTESTS 
IN BIRMINGHAM, ALABAMA AND NATIONWIDE 

NEW YORK (LNS) — "This sort of thing has 
been building up in the Black community here for 
years," the Reverend Abraham Woods told LNS in a 
telephone interview. "Here" is Birmingham, 

Alabama -- the site of several massive civil 
rights protests during the 1960 *s and now once 
again the scene of confrontations between Black 
residents and members of the local police force 
and the Ku Klux Klan. 

The recent protests in Birmingham were sparked 
by the June 22 killing of a 20-year-old Black 
woman, Bonita Carter, by white police officer 
George Sands. Carter, who was unarmed, apparently 
got caught in the middle of what started out as 
a typical conflict between a white merchant and 
a Black customer. 

Carter's killing in the northside Black com- 
munity of Kingston prompted three days of protests 
by Black residents, during which police officers 
swarmed into thearea, firing indiscriminately and 
shooting out street lights. On July 5, Black 


by a group of whites, including members of the KKK, 
who had gathered in the store* s parking lot, throw- 
ing bottles and stones. The police were called in 
and 11 Blacks and one white were arrested. 

Woods stated that Sands, the police officer 
who shot Carter, "had a long string of complaints 
against him," over 90 percent of them filed by 
Black people. Moreover, Woods said that he and 
some other community leaders had gone over the 
complaints and found that Sands had only been repri- 
manded once and that time in a letter. And although 
Sands has now been removed from active duty, the 
protests he touched off are far from over. 

"This isn't the first time that an incident 
like this has occurred," Woods continued. "Black 
people have bom the brunt of unprovoked attacks, 
and been arrested, beaten and killed more by police 
officers here for years," 

Black residents of Birmingham are coming 
together around this, according to Woods. And 
although the city has banned gatherings of more 
than three persons for "illegal purposes" in the 
Kingston area — a move aimed at preventing demon- 
strations — a "broad coalition has been formed." 

RESISTANCE BUILDS NATIONWIDE 

Birmingham isn't the only city where Black 
residents are organizing against police brutality. 

In Cincinnati, the Reverend Fred Shuttlesworth, a 
former Birmingham civil rights leader now living 
in the Ohio city, recently stood in front of a 
June 27 march declaring that "only a fine line of 
differences separates the backwardness of pre-1963 
Birmingham and conditions in Cincinnati today." 

The protests in Cincinnati follow several years of 
police violence. Recent incidents which fueled 
the protests included the shooting of a Black man 
in early May by a white police officer, and a June 
6 city council decision stating that city law 
officers should be armed with .357 Magnum revolv- 
ers and hollow point bullets (the notorious "dum- 
dum bullets" outlawed for use in war by inter- 
national conventions). A coalition formed by 
Shuttlesworth and other community activists two 
months ago, the Cincinnati Movement for Human Rights, 
has already led three marches to the city council, 
each with as many as 1,000 people. In the last 
year, four police officers have been killed by 
Blacks. 

In Los Angeles, local pressure against the 
police has been mounting since a Black woman, 

Eula Love, was shot to death earlier this year by 
police officers responding to a complaint against 
her from an electrical company. Another L.A. 

Black resident, 2 8 -year -old Steve Conger, was shot 
and killed by a police officer June 23 after he 
came to the aid of his next door neighbor, 63- 
year-old Jack Goner. Goner had been assaulted and 
left lying unconscious in his driveway. The sher- 
iff's office has termed Conger's death "an accident" 
and one deputy. Bob Woods, "explained" that the 
police officer who shot Conger "just fired instinct- 
ively. He didn't know if the guy was a suspect 
or what." 


demonstrators gathered for a peaceful protest at 
another store run by the same owner as the one 


And in New York City, where the killing of a 
local community leader sparked the formation of a 


residents ar 
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continued their campaign against police brutality, 

. . „ , Like Carstens, Strauss was a member of the 

"Police brutality has always existed in the Nazi Party under Hitler. The left and some liberals 
_ ac ^ community," Muntu Matsimela of the National in the FRG charge that some of his political views 
Black Human Rights Coalition in New York City told have not changed since then. Undoubtedly, Strauss 
LNS in a phone interview. Matsimela explained that i s an important figure among the conservatives 
"police brutality should not be seen as an iso- 


lated phenomena." Rather, he emphasized that the 
police and their brutality in the Black community 
should be viewed as one of the essential ways 
in wh°ch Black and other Third World people are 
"maintained." 

With the unemployment rate for Black people 
now almost twice that for whites throughout 
the country, Matsimela noted, that "more people 
would be taking to the streets" and that the 
police would become more "active" in Black 
communities. 

"What we have now is an increase in right- 
wing activity, precipitated by the economic 
crisis. White terror organizations are increas- 
ing and the Ku Klus Klan is not just re-emerging 
it's surging, most heavily in the Southern part 
of this country but in the North as well. Just 
three weeks ago in Philadelphia, a white working 
class community had a “kill a nigger week.' 

Three Black youth, all udder 20 yearsh^id, were 
shot by a sniper on a rooftop. A week later 
a Black youth was killed by a police officer. 

"The National Black Human Rights Coalition 
is trying to build a National Black United Front— 
a Drotectiv umbrella to defend Black activists 
who are under attack and to defend our people 
and speak to the kinds of issues that affect 
our daily lives and link them up withhuman 
rights violations. You know the U.S. has been 
the leader in human rights violations and not 
the leader in eliminating them." 

The National Black Human Rights Coalition 
is planning a march on the U.N. on November 5, 

1979 — Black Solidarity Day. 

(F@r more information about the National Black 
Human Rights Coalition write P.O. Box 227, 

Bronx, New York 10451) 
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GERMANY 

EX-NAZI NOMINATED TO HEAD WEST GERMANY: 
100,000 RALLY AGAINST RIGHT-WING UPSURGE 

; ■ . • -v ,, ; ;■ -by ~ Marta Luxemburg 

Liberation News Service 

WASHINGTON, §LNS) -- Only a few days after 
former Nazi Party Member Karl Carstens (in the 
face of a massive wave .of protests) was elected 
President of the FRG another one-time Nazi Party 
member, Franz ■Josef Stfabss, has been choosen as 
candidate fof Chancellor by the conservative 
Christian Democrats. 


in tlie FRG and has often been described as "center 
of the European right-wing movement." 

Given Strauss' past in the Nazi time (he was 
an "instructor in ideological matters in a military 
school), his political career after World War II, 
and his close ties with conservatives and even 
fascists (like Chilean dicatator General Pinochet) 
around the world, his candidacy for chancellor 
in the 1980 election has been widely interpreted 
as a strong indication of the move to the right 
which has gained momentum in the FRG in recent 
years. 

Like Carstenis election as President, Strauss' 
election campaign will certainly create a tre* 
mendeous polarization in the FRG. But Strauss 
is no new-comer to Germany's national political 
scene. After the break-down of the Nazi regime 
in 1945, Strauss managed quickly to get close 
to the US military and start to work with the 
Counter-Intelligence Corps (the US Army Counter- 
Espionage Police). Just as quickly, he also 
managed to get involved in post was German politics. 
He is one of the founders of the Christian Social 
Union (CSU -part of the Christian Democratic 
movement) and became a member of Parliment in 1949. 
Sis years later he was appointed "Minister for 
Special and Atomic Affairs." 

With the help of scientists who had worked for 
Hitler's army, he started Germany's atomic 
program and launched the nuclear collaboration 
with Brazil. 

In 1956 Strauss became Minister of Defense; 
today he takes credit for creating the FRG military 
and making it the "second strongest in the West" 
(after the US) . As Minister of Defense, Strauss 
brought hundreds of "Starfighters" jets from Lock- 
heed — a purchase which came under scrutiny when 
the planes were involved in a series of fatal 
crashes and the company in charges of bribing 
foreign leaders to win contracts. It is strongly 
suspected that Strauss may have been involved 
in the carious Lockheed bribe scandals. However, 
these accusations could not be proven by a FRG 
court. The 700 files dealing with Starfighter 
conviently disappeared from the Military of 
Defense. 

In 1962 Strauss was fired from the government 
after he had ordered and carried out a raid on 
the weekly Per Spiegal (a respected magazine, 
that had carried an article revealing -according 
to Strauss - military secrets) and arrested 
its editorial board without consulting the Minister 
of Justice and the President or the Chancellor. 

In addition to that, Strauss lied to the Parlia- 
ment to cober up his action. 

Only four years later, Strauss was back in 
the limelight, this time as Minister ofFEnance. 
Finally, in the 1969 elections, the Christian ;; 
Democrats lost. Strauss, now without a post 
of a minister, had more time to devote to the 
affairs of his homestate Bavaria which had been 
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governed since World War II, by the party he heads 
the CSU. In that time, Bavaria had become the most 
conservative state in the FRG. At the same time, 
Bavaria, although not an industrial area, had become 
the center of the arms production in the FRG. 

Aside from his political offices, Strauss main- 
tains a lucrative business career as chairman of the 
board of the German Airbus Corporation. That post, 
along with his ideological stance, have earned 
him the friendship and financial backing of some 
of Germany's leading industrialists. Strauss also 
publishes the weekly Bayernkurier . According to 
the former head of the FRG intelligence, Reinhard 
Gehlen, Strauss' magazine has a close relation- 
ship with Bundesnachrichtendienst (FRG's CIA). 

While out of national government, Strauss 
has been creating his own foreign policy. During 
two visits to Chile, he publicly praised Gen. 
Pinochet for his tremendeous achievements in "freei- j 
dom" and "free enterprise." Strauss also supports % 
the racist South African regime and is busy pro- 
moting trade with thi country. He has also in- 
vited Alparslen Tuerkes, the head of the Grey 
Wulfs in Turkey (who are responsible for thousands 
of bombings and killings) to talk with him in 
Munich. 

Strauss is a hard core Cold War warrior who 
supports a- strong FRG military and the develop- 
ment of new weapons like the neutron bomb. Other 
measures Strauss promotes are more "rights" for 
police and stronger laws against "terrorists" 
and "political dissidents." His economic politics 
promise a hard line against unions and for "free 
enterprise." 

It will be hard for Franz Josef Strauss and the 
Christian Democrats to defeat chancellor Helmut 
Schmidt next year. However, given the spreading 
economic crisis in Western Europe it might not 
be impossible. 

Certainly opponents of the right-wing turn in 
the FRG are taking very seriously the duplications 
of a Strauss candidacy and a resurgent neo-Nazi 
movement. And on June 19 they mounted an impressive 
show of strength in Frankfurt. To coincide with 
the annual convention of the NPD, a neo-Nazi 
party, a broad coalition of groups staged a 
massive demonstration and "Rock Against the Right" 
concert. 

The prospect of 10,000 Nazis and 10 times 
that many anti-fascists rallying in the same city 
at the same time provoked garish rumors of 
pitched battles in the streets and a massive 
police crackdown, complete with roadblocks and 
machine guns. That prospect provoked the mayor 
of Frankfurt to slap bans on 

both the Nazi assembly and an anti-fascist 
rally and march called for by a union federation. 


several alternative publications. 

"The Republic hadn't seen anything like it 
since (last year's) anti-nuclear demonstration 
at Hanover," reported the Paris daily Liberation. 
And even that huge protest had not brought to- 
gether such a broad range of groups, from the 
far left to official union confederations. As 
one militant told Liberation during the 
concert, "Neo-Nazism has provided the grounds 
for a unity which we would never have achieved 
without it." 
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LESBIANS/GAY MEN 


"ON TO WASHINGTON": LESBIANS AND GAY RIGHTS 
ACTIVISTS MEET IN HOUSTON TO PLAN OCTOBER 14 
MARCH ON WASHINGTON 

By Juanita Ramos 
Liberation News Service 

NEW YORK (LNS) — Approximately 200 lesbians 
and ^ gay men gathered at the University of Houston 
during the July 6-8 weekend to participate in 
the National Organizing Conference for the 
National March for lesbian and gay rights 
scheduled to take place in Washington, ^tff^on 
October 14. The Houston gathering followedka 
Philadelphia conference held in the spring \here 
lesbians and gay men from throughout the country 
met to discuss the calling of a national march-- 
the first ever in the history of the gay 
liberation movement. 

The basic tasks of the July 6-8 meeting, 
which included representatives from as far away 
as Alaska and Hawaii, were the restructuring of 
the National Coordinating Committee (to ensure 
regional representation at the national level); 
the setting up of a national transportation 
network; the creation of six standing national 
committees to ^eal with outreach, media, fund- 
raising, logistics, cultural events and lobbying. 
A lengthy discussion dealt with whether or not 
the statement of purpose and the five demands 
adppted at the Philadelphia conference were to 
be kept, deleted or expanded. Conference par- 
ticipants reaffirmed both the statement and the 
five demands: the statement of purpose being 
"An end to all social, economic, judicial, and 
legal oppression of lesbians and gay people." 

The five demands are: 

1. Repeal all anti-lesbian/gay laws 

2 . Pass a comprehensive lesbian and gay 
rights bill in Congress 


Nevertheless, more than 100,000 people answer- 3. Issue a presidential executive order 

ed the call for a show of opposition against banning discrimination based on sexual orientation 

the right. Some may have come mainly for the music, in the federal government, the military, and 
but tens of thousands also marched and participated federally contracted private employment 
in hours of political debat* at an event which 4. End discrimination in lesbian mother and 

brought together more thar 40 political organizations?®/ father custody cases 

dozens of "anti-fascist organizing" groups, 5 - Protect lesbian and gay youth from any 

over 30 high school and university student laws which are used to discriminate against 

organizations, 15 feminist groups and publications, them, oppress and/or harass them in their homes, 

30 anti-nuclear groups, t four gay rights organizations® 0 ools > and social environment, 

coalitions of foreign migrant workers in Germany, An additional concern revolved around the 
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assurance of gender parity and 20 percent Third 
World representation in all committees set up at 
national, regional or sub-regional levels. This 
participation was strongly encouraged at all 
levels making it possible for women and Third 
World lesbians and gays to feel part of a movement 
which has traditionally been dominated by white, 
gay Shies. 

STRUCTURE 

In view of the dissatisfaction of groups 
from many parts of the country with the structure 
set up in Philadelphia, a large amount of time 
was dedicated to restructuring. It was finally 
decided to create a National Policy Committee 
composed of two co- sexual chairs from each of 
the seven regions that the country has been 
divided into for the purpose of this march 
(that is, a total of 14 persons). A new coordi- 
nating committee was also elected to be composed 
of co-sexual chairs from each of the six standing 
committees and the three persons designated to 
staff the two national offices in Washington, 

D.C., and New York City (total of 17 persons). 

The object of the policy committee is to oversee 
policy and to oversee the work of the national 
standing committees. It was also agreed to hire 
a professional fundraiser and a professional 
media person to assist these prospective 
committees nationally. 

In addition to these committees a Youth 
Advisory Board (to be composed of eight persons) 
and an Advisory Committee composed of two 
representatives of women, Third World, J lesbian 
and gay transpersons, youth, seniors and 
the physically challenged (total of 12 persons) 
are to be set up in order to assure that outreach 
is done to these sectors at a national level 
and to assure their full participation at all 
levels, 

TRANSPERSONS ‘ 

The issue of whether or not the word 
"transpersons" (transvestites, transexuals and 
transgenderists) should be included in the 
statement of purpose or in the demands was 
raised at the conference by a small group of 
transpersons who felt that traditionally the 
lesbian and gay community has excluded them from 
their activities although they too form a part 
of it. It was decided at the conference that 
the word transpersons should not be included 
either in the statement of purpose or in the 
demands, due to the fact that this is a 
lesbian and gay rights march and most trans- 
persons are heterosexuals. Also, the majority 
felt that lesbian and gay transpersons have 
already been included in the statement and 
the demands as lesbians and gay men. It was, 
nevertheless, agreed as a compromise to include 
the phtf.se "lesbian and gay trlnspersons" in 
those paragraphs of the march literature in 
which the various segments of the lesbian and 
gay community are singled out. 

WOMEN’S CAUCUS/THIRD WORLD CAUCUS 

The women's caucus was primarily concerned 
with assuring that the policy of gender parity 
and Third World representation be enforced at all 
levels. There was a clear identification of 
the women's caucus with the concerns of Third 


Third World .persons . This was exemplified by a re- 
solution passed by the women's caucus stating that 
10 percent of all money raised at the regional 
level should be used to provide transportation 
for Third World persons and poor white women. 

This resolution passed with a clear majority. 

On the other hand, the Third World caucus 
let the participants know that Third World lesbians 
and gay men are in the movement to stay and are 
determined to combat the racism they are constantly 
exposed to in the movement until this racism has 
been dealth with by white lesbians and gay men 
alike. A resolution was passed by the Third 
World Men's Caucus stating that 10 percent of 
all the money raised at the regional level should 
be used to provide transportation for Third World 
men and poor white men. 

"What I got out of this conference," Claudette 
Furlonge, a Black lesbian participant told LNS, 

"was a clear sense that the march is going to 
happen. The conference really showed that around 
the issue of gay rights in the past ten years, as 
the movement has grown, it has attracted the 
involvement of people of various political 
persuasions. This conference was a signal that 
there is a new consolidation among the most 
progressive people." 

* * it ie it * * * 

Those persons interested in doing outreach 
to Third World individuals and organizations in 
their areas and wishing to find out where these 
groups are located and how they can be contacted 
can call either the New York Office (ask for 
Joyce Hunter — 212-924-2970) or the Washington, 

D.C. office for the March on Washington (ask for 
Billi S. Jones— 202-789-1070) 

Anyone wishing additional information about 
the Houston Conference or the march preparations 
and transportation arrangements please contact 
the New York City Office for the March on 
Washington at 212-924-2970. Ask for Joyce Hunter. 

* * * * * it it it 

-30- 

Juanita Ramos is policy committee co-chair for 
the northeast region. She is also general 
coordinator of Comite Homosexual Latinoamericano 
(COHLA) 


BUCKS/WOMEN 

13- YEAR OLD BUCK WOMAN GETS 
114 YEARS IN FLORIDA COURT 

NEW YORK (Guardi an^LNS) — "Ninety-nine years 
for second degree murder, 99 years for burglary, 
to be served concurrently and an additional 15 
years for strong-arm robbery." 

This was Miami Circuit Judge Jon Gordon's:; 
cold ruling June 8 as he sentenced 13-year-old 
Black girl Eve Postell for charges stemming from 
the robbery and fatal beating of 85-year-old 
Ralph Germano. When Postell and five other youths 
allegedly broke into his home, they stole $660. 

(continued on inside^front) 
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Right Center Credit: 
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Several thousand people marched 
29 miles from Rapid City, S.D. 
through the Black Hills July 
7 to protest planned uranium 
mining. 

Milton Taam/LNS 
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Several thousand people marched 20 
miles from Rapid City, S.D. through 
the Black Hills July 7 to protest 
planned uranium mining. 

Photo Credit: Milton Taam/LNS 
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Some of the two thousand -demonstrators 
who turned out for a march and rally 
in solidarity with the Nicaraguan 
pennies struggle against Somoza 
on June 30 in New York City. 

Credit: LNS Women's Graphics 
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Chanting "Nicaragua jtoday, Zimbabwe 
tomn^row?' and 'Victory to thb Patriotic 
Front*' some 75-100 people assembled 
outside a State Department office 
in New York City July 10 to protest 
the visit of Zimbabwe-Rhodesia 
Prime Minister Bishop Abel Muzorewa. 
Another demonstration on the same 
day in Washington, D.C. attracted 
300 protesters. 


Credit: LNS Women's Graphics 
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